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What a blessing to cele-

brate another Easter sea-

son. God has given us a 

great place to live and to 

worship. In 2011, we have 

a wonderful opportunity to 

be blessed again in this 

season of victorious joy.  

When you think of the 

cross of Jesus, what comes 

to mind? Pain? Suffering? Sacrifice? Consider this 

word: acceptance. When Jesus died on the cross, He 

died so that we would take on righteousness from the 

covering of His shed blood; so that God could look 

upon us and see us as His, through Jesus.  Finally, 

Jesus died so that ultimately we would be accepted 

into Godôs Kingdom. 

Some of us have a problem accepting ourselves. 

Guess who has already accepted you completely,, 

faults and all? Jesus. He has accepted even the worse 

thing about us. While we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us.  

We look forward to the day that as children of 

God, all of us will walk in harmony and love. Pro-

gressive Union has God's favor. We don't seek to be 

the best, just to do our part to help a people of a city 

be better for God. I'm challenging all of us to be a 

Church in the word, making a difference in the 

world.  

Articles for the May PROGRESS are due 

Sunday, April 24, 2011. Please place your 

articles in the PROGRESS mailbox located 

   The Pastorôs Corner 
Rev. Wayne P. Snodgrass, D. Min. 

in the FCLC or e-mail them to pro-

gress@pumbchurch.org. 
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PROGRESS DEADLINE 

ATTENDANCE FOR MARCH  

8:00 a.m. Services 

1219 

Average Per Sunday 

305 

 

11:00 a.m. Services 

1180 

Average Per Sunday 

295 

Holy Week Schedule 

April 18-22, 2011 

 

Early morning prayer, Monday-Friday  

7:00 a.m.  

 

Wednesday night Holy Week worship services, 

with Rev. Stanford Johnson, preacher 

6:30 p.m.  

 

Easter Production presented on Good Friday 

April 22, 2011 

7:00 p.m. 
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2011 Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 

Honors Convocation 
 

The Huntsville Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority, Incorporated held its 32nd Annual Hon-

ors Convocation on Sunday, March 6, 2011. The Hon-

ors Convocation recognizes the accomplishments of 

local high school students in grades 9-12 who have 

earned Aôs and Bôs in all subjects as cumulative first 

semester grades for the current school year. The hon-

ors convocation was held at the Progressive Union 

Church sanctuary with a reception following in the 

Family Christian Life Center (FCLC). 

The Progressive Union honorees were: Ashlee 

Yvette Alexander, Madison Academy, daughter of 

Judson and Yolanda Alexander; Jessica B. Bertram, 

Sparkman High, daughter of Golden and Sharon Ber-

tram; Taylor Burns, Sparkman Ninth Grade School, 

son of Michael and Sangernetta Burns; Kenneth 

Denzel Butler, Sparkman High, son of Juan and Joy 

Maldonado, and Marlon Butler; Marlon L. Butler, 

Sparkman High, son of Juan and Joy Maldonado, and 

Marlon Butler; Amberly Brooke Gaines, Sparkman 

High, daughter of Ed and Lynda Gaines; Engrid R. 

Mastin, Huntsville High, daughter of Arthur and Re-

gina Mastin; and Tiana Jerisha Moseley, Sparkman 

High, daughter of Jerry and Debra Moseley. Marlon 

Butler was also honored as being a Four-Year Scholar. 

The Four-Year Scholars were recognized for honor 

roll status throughout their high school years; that is 

grades 9-12, this award is only given to seniors.  

Congratulations to these scholars and keep up the 

good work in the classroom. Our very own Mychelle 

Leonard serves as Vice President of the Huntsville 

Alumnae Chapter and her daughter Courtney Winn 

was one of three young ladies featured in the program 

booklet Profile of Academic Excellence. Courtney, a 

member of Progressive Union, was an honors convo-

cation recipient while attending high school. She is a 

2010 graduate of Tuskegee University and is a first 

grade teacher at Harvest Elementary School in the 

Madison County School system. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The North Alabama Chapter of the National Society 

of Black Engineers (NSBE) Alumni Extension held its 

18th Annual Scholarship Awards Banquet on Thurs-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Danielle Gholston, a 3rd grader at Mill Creek Ele-

mentary School, made the ôA/Bô Honor Roll for the 

third nine weeks of the 2010-2011 school year. She is 

also a member of the Westco softball team. Danielle 

is the daughter of Kelly Gholston. 

Andrew C. Robinson, a 4th grader at Riverton 

Elementary School, made the 'A' Honor Roll for the 

third nine weeks of the 2010-2011 school year.  An-

drew is a member of the  Junior Usher Board, Drama 

Ministry and the Youth Department.  He is the son of 

Deanna and Mycah Robinson. 

Travion ñTreyò Crutcher, a 5th grader at the 

Academy for Science and Foreign Languages (ASFL) 

made the óAô Honor Roll (with a 100% in Spelling) 

the third nine weeks of the 2010-2011 school 

year.  Trey is the son of proud parents Tracy Crutcher 

and Harold Blackmon.  Congratulations and Awe-

some job Trey!  Keep setting goals and reaching for 

the stars!! 

Dionna M. Robinson, a 5th grader at Riverton 

Intermediate School, made the 'A/B' Honor Roll for 

the third nine weeks of the 2010-2011 school year.  

Dionna is a member of the  Youth & Young Adult 

Choir, Drama Ministry, Puppet Ministry and the 

Youth Department. She is the daughter of Deanna and 

Mycah Robinson. 

Mya Hamilton, a 6th grader at Meridianville Mid-

dle School, made the óA/Bô Honor Roll for the third 

nine weeks of the 2010-2011 school year. She is the 

daughter of Tonya Hamilton and Christopher Hamil-

ton. 

Shayla Gholston, a 7th grader at Liberty Middle 

School, made the óA/Bô Honor Roll for the third  nine 

weeks of the 2010-2011 school year. Shayla is a 

member of AAU Alabama Elite basketball team. She 

is the daughter of Kelly Gholston. 

Sampson Gholston, Jr., a 12th grader at Bob 

Jones High School, made the óA/Bô Honor Roll for 

the third  nine weeks of the 2010-2011 school year. 

He is the son of Kelly Gholston. 

School Days 
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day, March 10, 2011 at the Holiday Inn Downtown in 

Huntsville. Each year for the past 18 years the alumni 

chapter has presented scholarships and awards to de-

serving students from the surrounding area. This year 

Progressive Union had two award winners.  

Dionna Robinson, daughter of Mycah and Deanna 

Robinson, was a winner of the Creative Minds Poster 

Contest. The Creative Minds Poster Contest was es-

tablished to advance the importance of science and 

math among elementary students. The purpose of the 

contest is to motivate youth towards creative thinking 

and to stimulate interest in science, math, and other 

subjects that support technology. The contest was 

open to 5th grade minority students in North Alabama. 

The poster contest theme was ñWhat does science 

mean to you?ò Dionna received a Summer Science 

Fun Pack which included tickets to the U.S. Space 

and Rocket Center, Sci-Quest, Early Works Chil-

drenôs Museum and other prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tevareus Crutcher, son of Teresa Crutcher, was a 

winner of a U. S. Space Camp and Academy Scholar-

ship. He will attend the U.S. Space Camp and Acad-

emy here in Huntsville. The scholarship was created 

to encourage minority students in grades 6th through 

8th who have expressed interest in math, the applied 

sciences, and/or engineering to further their under-

standing and excitement for technological fields. Each 

student had to complete a scholarship application, 

write an essay and be recommended by a teacher. Ad-

ditionally the student had to undergo a personal inter-

view. 

Our very own Derrick Cameron, NSBE President, 

presided over the banquet. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention 2011 graduates!!!  In the May issue of 

the PROGRESS we will  feature all members who are 

graduating during the months of May and June.  If 

you are graduating from K4 through College, please 

complete a  Graduation Data Form located in the foy-

ers of the Church sanctuary and the FCLC. (Please do 

not use the School Days Form). Your completed form 

can be returned to the PROGRESS mailbox located in 

the FCLC.  If you desire to include a picture with 

your information, please do so, the picture will be 

scanned and returned promptly.  Deadline for gradua-

tion information is Sunday, April 24, 2011.  If you 

have questions or need additional information, please 

contact Greg Miley at 256-859-5453. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

   Tithes and Offering Reports 

The 2010 tax season has begun and now is the 

time to request tithes and offering information.  

Members desiring a copy of their 2010 tithes and 

offering donations are  reminded that reports are 

available by request only. Requests should be  made 

to the Church Accountant, Janice Crutcher, or the 

Church Secretary, Rachel Moore, 256-534-8266.  

Married couples should specify if they desire a 

combined report or separate reports for each person. 

Avoid the rush, make your request now. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Deployed Military Addresses 
Below is the mailing address of two deployed 

members. Regular mail (now called snail mail) will 

BOOST their morale and uplift their spirits when they 

hear their names called out loud during ñMail Callò. 

2011                              

Graduates                              

Poster Contest Winner Dionna Robinson, second from 

right and her family, left to right: Father, Mycah; 

Brother, Andrew; Sister, Mayah; and Brother, Jeraye. 

Space Camp Scholarship winner Tevareus Crutcher, 

center and his family, Mother, Teresa; and Brother, 

Terryus. 
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Please continue to pray for these soldiers listed be-

low and all of our military personnel that are de-

ployed. 

Paul Curry 

HHC, 525 BfSB 

FOB Spin Boldak 

APO AE 09355 

 

Anthony Pringle 

160th Signal Battalion 

APO AE  Kuwait  09366 

 We welcome other addresses and will be glad to 

publish them, contact the church secretary at 256-

534-8266 or e-mail the PROGRESS staff at pro-

gress@pumbchurch.org. 

The Nurses Guild will host its annual Health Fair 

on May 7, 2011. from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Health 

Fair offers informational material on various health 

issues pertaining specifically to African Americans. 

There will be information, activities and door prizes 

for all ages. The Health Fair will kick off with a fit-

ness walk at 6:00 a.m. The walk will start at the 

church and end at the Post Office on Wynn Drive. 

Transportation will be provided for the return for 

those who desire to walk one way. Children are wel-

come, however, they must be accompanied by an 

adult. 

For more information, you may contact Sis. 

Delvia Hughes at (256) 852-9327. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Reverend Alfred B. Pleas-

ure (Godôs Little Man) passed 

on Thursday, February 24, 

2011. Funeral services were 

held on Friday, March 4, 2011 

at Progressive Union with 

Rev. Snodgrass officiating.  

After moving to Huntsville 

and joining Progressive Union 

he  was a member of the Dea-

con Board, Christian Educa-

tion department, the Brotherhood and the Male Cho-

rus. He accepted his call to the ministry and was or-

dained at Progressive Union. In December of 1993 

he accepted the call to pastor the Shiloh M. B. 

Church in Woodville, Alabama, he served there until 

December 2010 when he retired and was granted the 

status of Pastor Emeritus. Rev. Pleasure was a loving 

and caring person and will be missed. He is survived 

by wife Mary, three children, seven grandchildren 

and three great-grandchildren. 

 

Sister Bessie Lee Rice 

passed on Monday, Febru-

ary 28, 2011. Funeral ser-

vices were held on Monday, 

March 7, 2011 at Progres-

sive Union with Rev. 

Snodgrass officiating.  Sis-

ter Rice was a longtime 

member of Progressive Un-

ion, previously song in the 

senior choir (now called the 

Voices of Praise); and was an active member of the 

Titus II Missionary Department auxiliary. She is sur-

vived by her sister and cousins. 

 

Sister Linda Faye Green 

Foster passed on Monday, 

March 28, 2011. Funeral ser-

vices were held on Friday, 

April 1, 2011 at Progressive 

Union with Rev. Snodgrass 

officiating.  Within Progressive 

Union she is survived by her 

husband, John Foster, sister, 

Jacqueline Reid, niece, Nicole 

Reid and aunt, Carolyn Davis. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Pierce Jordan and Athena 

Elaine Gibbs of Oakland, California on the birth of 

their first child, a boy, Pierce Jaden Gibbs. Pierce 

Jaden  was born on Wednesday, March 30, 2011, at 

2:05 a.m. He weighed 8 pounds and 8 ounces and 

was 20 inches long at birth. Pierce Jadenôs father, 

Pierce Jordan is a 1997 graduate of J.O. Johnson 

High School, he is a graduate of Florida A&M Uni-

versity and Virginia Commonwealth University and 

is a Forensic Scientist for the State of California. 
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Pierce Jadenôs mother, Athena is from Columbia, 

Maryland and is a graduate of Florida State Univer-

sity and North Carolina State University and is a 

counselor at Mills College in Oakland. Proud grand-

parents celebrating the birth of their first grandchild 

are Pierce M. and Jennifer Gibbs. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

The City of Huntsvilleôs Department of Commu-

nity Development held itsô Annual Mission Day on 

Saturday, March 12, 2011. Volunteers from area 

churches and volunteer organizations joined together 

on Saturday, March 12, 2011 to make needed exte-

rior repairs on homes in Huntsville. The Mission 

Day served as the start of the 2011 Deferred Home 

Repair Program. 

Progressive Union Church Family Christian Life 

Center (FCLC) was the site for the kick-off program 

which started at 7:00 a.m. Michelle Jordan, the di-

rector of the Department of Community Develop-

ment, greeted the volunteers and thanked them for 

being a part of the Mission Day. Huntsville Mayor 

Tommy Battle, District One Councilman Richard 

Showers, and District Five Councilman Will Culver 

greeted the volunteers and thanked them for  volun-

teering their services to the city of Huntsville. Rosie 

Wade and Rodney McCallie, both Community De-

velopment employees, greeted the volunteers and 

passed out assignments for the day. The Progressive 

Union Church Singles Ministry continued their sup-

port of the Mission Day by providing breakfast for 

the volunteers. Brother Alfred Mathews, Brother-

hood President, gave greetings from the church and 

prayed for blessings on the volunteers and the break-

fast. The groups dispersed at 7:45 a.m. with assign-

ments for projects which included yard clean up, re-

placement of rotten wood, painting, and vinyl siding 

installation. Volunteers from Progressive Union 

worked on a homes on Moore Avenue. Union 

Chapel Missionary Baptist Church and Morris 

Chapel Primitive Baptist Church provided sack 

lunches for the volunteers. The homeowners ex-

pressed their thanks and highly appreciated the work 

that was done. 

The volunteers will be doing future repair jobs 

and volunteers will be needed for the remaining pro-

jects, for information contact Alfred Mathews, Presi-

dent or Greg Miley Vice-President of the Brother-

hood Department. 

 

Progressive Union Mission Day Volunteers 

Deferred Home Repair Program Mission Day Kick-off 

(Left to right) District 5 Councilman Will Culver, Dis-

trict 1 Councilman Richard Showers, Singles Ministry 

President Alanda Acklin, Brotherhood President Al-

fred Mathews, Mayor Tommy Battle, Community De-

velopment Director Michelle Jordan.  

Pierce Jaden Gibbs 



7 

Progressive Union volunteers working on a  

house on Moore Avenue 
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Lisa Nicole Bell delivered a keynote address in 

Nassau, The Bahamas at the 7th Annual Girls Lead-

ership Conference hosted by Strengthening, Trans-

forming, Restoring, Affirming young Women 

(S.T.R.A.W.), Inc. Lisa inspired more than 400 

girls with a presentation on success strategies and 

feminine leadership. Lisa met with the U.S. Ambas-

sador to the Bahamas and other government offi-

cials to discuss her work and learn about govern-

ment and business initiatives in the Bahamas. 

Lisa will speak at colleges, churches, and events 

throughout the world this year including the In-

spired Girls Success Summit in New York City in 

September and the I Want It All Personal & Profes-

sional Development Conference in Montgomery, Ala-

bama in August. Visit www.iwantitallconference.com 

to get tickets to the event. 

Lisa recently joined the Young Entrepreneur Coun-

cil, an invitation-only nonprofit organization led by 

the worldôs top, young entrepreneurs. The mission is 

to take action against youth unemployment through 

programs that encourage aspiring entrepreneurs to 

start their own businesses.  

Lisaôs upcoming film project, Stuck In The Middle, 

has been optioned by S6xth House Entertainment and 

is in development. The piece takes a candid look at the 

challenges of the evaporating middle class and tells 

the story of a family struggling to stay afloat.  

Lisa is currently coauthoring The Soulful Parent, a 

book commissioned by the California-based Center for 

Improving Child Caring that will be released in April. 

Lisa will also serve as the spokeswoman for the cam-

paign, designed to raise awareness about effective par-

enting techniques in the African American commu-

nity. 

Lisaôs anthology, The Legacy Letters, will be re-

leased in May. Contributors include Sharon Lechter 

(Rich Dad, Poor Dad book series), Charlotte Ponti-

celli (International Ambassador for Womenôs Issues 

for the U.S. Government), Monique Coleman (Actress 

from High School Musical), Charisse Nesbit (VP of 

Development, Lionsgate Entertainment), and many 

more. Lisa will host a luncheon in Beverly Hills in 

May that will honor the contributing women and give 

teen girls in the Los Angeles area an opportunity to 

meet the high profile women in attendance. 

Lisa is the daughter of George Bell and Rev. Vera 

Bell.  

Progressive Union volunteers working on a  

house on Moore Avenue 

Lisa Bell 
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Exhibits, Booths, and Pres-

entations by Leading 

Health Care Professionals 

Informative Displays  

Seminars 

Fun 

Door Prizes  

Finger printing 

Fitness Presentation 

Much, M
uch, M

ore 

Face Painting 

Fire Truck Display  

Refreshments  

Crafts for the Children  

Nutritionist  

Fitness Walk  

May 7, 2011 

6:00 a.m. 

Progressive Church  

to the  

Wynn Drive Post Office  


